working hard to establish a relationship with Shore Road Elementary School, expand our
newly implemented chamber orchestra program, plan an adjudication trip, and bring in
professionals to work with her students. She is commended for the vision she has for the
program and the work she is doing to accomplish her goals. It is also noted that Ms.

Flynn spends a great deal of time at Kennedy, working with her students and colleagues;
she is thanked for this dedicated work.

Focusing on today’s lesson, Ms. Flynn was complimented on establishing routines
that make optimal use of class time. Today’s lesson plan allowed for much student
playing time, giving Ms. Flynn and the students the opportunity to work on general
problems and saving the specific sectional concerns for smaller group instruction. At
times, when instruction was directed at a specific group, there was some side chatter,
which Ms. Flynn addressed. We also spoke about students critiquing each other to keep

everyone focused on the instruction, and Ms. Flynn explained that she uses this method
extensively.

Ms. Flynn has a solid working relationship with her students; she has developed a
classroom that balances structure and flexibility. She offers much encouragement and
displays an upbeat positive attitude; students obviously enjoy working with her. This
supportive environment is both challenging and “student friendly.”

Ms. Flynn and I also spoke about her grading procedures; she explained her use of
written and playing assessments. The playing evaluations are also used for seating, with
students grouped in various configurations, including, at times, putting the weaker and
stronger students together. Students are presently being evaluated for concert seating,
and Ms. Flynn and [ spoke about the criteria being used for principal chair.

Today’s lesson addressed New York State Art Standards 2-4, addressing the
performance of music and the understanding of the basic elements of music performance
and composition. Ms. Flynn also submitted a detailed lesson plan for the day’s activities.
Her grade book and plan book were reviewed and found to be in satisfactory order.

Based on teacher preparation, methodology, classroom atmosphere, student-
teacher relationship, and assessment of student learning and understanding, this lesson is
rated satisfactory. Ilook forward to the upcoming concert performances.
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